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Manchester lapsed so far from dignity and goodi879.
taste as to call the report of an alliance between
Germany and Austria "glad tidings of great joy."
It was supposed that the Central Powers could
only combine against Russia,, though what quarrel
they had with her did not appear. But although
Mr. Bright answered Lord Salisbury in his best
style, and in the same place, the political event of
the autumn at home was Mr. Gladstone's visit to
Midlothian. So far back as January Mr. Gladstone The Mid-
had given a promise to contest the metropolitan
county of Scotland at the next election against the
Duke of Buccleuch's eldest son, Lord Dalkeith,1
But his first speech to the constituency was
not delivered till the 26th of November, when
thousands came to hear him in the Music Hall
at Edinburgh. Foreign policy was his principal,
though not his sole, topic during this campaign,
which lasted, almost without intermission, for a
fortnight, and proved the old man of sixty-nine to
have lost nothing in vigour or vitality of body or
mind. Never had he been more eloquent. Never
had he met with such intense and such sustained
enthusiasm. On his journey from Liverpool tos
Edinburgh "the stations where the train stopped
were crowded, thousands flocked from neighbouring
towns and villages to main centres on the line
of route, and even at wayside spots hundreds
assembled, merely to catch a glimpse of the express
as it dashed through."2 His numerous speeches,
which dealt with finance as well as politics, were
all on the highest level, adapted to the trained
intelligence of the best audiences in Great Britain.
It was the first time that a full declaration of
principles and opinions on public affairs had been
made by a statesman of the highest official and

1 Afterwards Duke.
2 Morle/s Life of Gladstone, ii, 587.